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1) Please provide a short summary of your project’s activities.

Centre for Peace and Secular Studies (CPSS) organized four (04) diversity seminars in Lahore to promote intersect and
interfaith harmony; with the prime intention to increase tolerance and acceptance in the society, by bringing together, at least,
600 direct and indirect beneficiaries.

ICPSS also organized four (04) Coordination and Planning Meeting (CPM) with representatives from different sects, faiths along|
with members of Civil Society, Academies, Media and Lawyers; with a purpose to discuss and formulate agendas, themes and
talking points to work upon in the four seminars.

IThe CPMs and Seminars were attended by notables from different faiths including Muslims, Christians, Bahai, Sikh and Hindu
for the CPMs and Seminars on Interfaith Harmony while seminars and CPMs on intersect harmony were attended by notables
from different sects including Deoband, Ahl-e-Hadith, Barailvi and Shia.

IThe CPMs and Seminars were focused on engaging different stakeholders, each held pivotal importance in promotion of]
intersects and interfaith harmony.

Below are details of the activities:

Coordination and Planning Meetings (CPMs):

Coordination and Planning Meeting on “Intersect Harmony” - 25 June 2019
Coordination and Planning Meeting on “Interfaith Harmony” — 27 June 2019

Coordination and Planning Meeting on “Intersect & Interfaith Harmony — Role of Civil Society” — 02 July 2019
Coordination and Planning Meeting on “Intersect & Interfaith Harmony —Role of Academia” — 04 July 2019

N -

Diversity Seminars:

I.  Diversity Seminar on “Intersect Harmony” — 18 July 2019

2. Diversity Seminar on “Interfaith Harmony” - 27 July 2019

3. Diversity Seminar on “Intersect Harmony & Education System” — 20 August 2019

4. Diversity Seminar on “Religious Harmony & Role of Civil Society” — 24 August 2019

IThe Seminars were attended by prominent members from all sects and faiths while Ministers, Parliamentary Secretary and
other senior Pubic office holders also attended the seminars as Chief Guests and Guests of Honor.

2) Please provide a short description of how program activities were monitored.

ICPSS ensured that all the activities were conducted as per the DAl approved agenda. CPSS team made certain that all the
pointers of each agenda for a particular seminar were complied and discussed in depth.

ICPSS team had prior meetings with all the speakers/panelists and had brief discussions with them over the agenda of the
seminar. This was done to establish conformity that there is no deviation during the implementation of the seminar and the
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kcompliance of the agenda.

ICPSS also delivered copies of the Agenda and Talking points to each speaker days before the event to establish a solid work|
pgenda on the event. They were also facilitated with a copy of the Agenda on the event to establish a solid feedback mechanism.

IThe moderator for each seminar was also briefed about the agenda and talking points, aimed at maintaining the right momentum
for the seminars being conducted without any deviation from the topic under discussion.

ICPSS ensured that relevant speakers, notables, government officials and participants were engaged and invited to attend each
seminar.

[t was made certain that majority of the participants who attended the seminars, should be from the youth. For that, CPSS
engaged with various religious madrassas, universities, institutions of different faiths and sects. There was a diverse participation
witnessed in each seminar as people from different faiths, sects, students of religious madrassas; including male and females,
members of the civil society including lawyers, academia, media and people from all walks of life, participated in all the seminars
in very healthy numbers.

ITheir interest in the discussion was visible, as healthy participation was witnessed during the preceding ‘Question & Answer”
sessions in each seminar.

3) Please provide a description of the project outputs and outcomes based upon the guidance provided

below. Partner Beneficiaries (Direct):

Total: 982 Male: 678 Female: 304

Please describe who the direct beneficiaries were for this grant. Also, give an explanation for any under achievement or
over achievement.

IThe direct beneficiaries of the Diversity Seminars were primarily young students from different religious madrassas, university
students and civil society members.

As CPSS gave priority on inviting youth to the seminars; a large number of youth presences were visible in all the events.

A large number of female students of religious madrassas and other universities were witnessed in all the seminars, which also
took active participation during the Question and Answer session of each seminar.

Even though the target for CPSS to engage at least 600 direct and indirect beneficiaries; CPSS was able to attract participation
and engage at least 982 participants, majority of which has been between the age bracket of 16 and 35.

IThe direct beneficiaries have been from all sects and faiths, which have benefited through healthy discussions, engagements
among others from different sects and faiths.

ICPSS has over achieved on its targets, as it has been able to engage at least 982 direct beneficiaries, including male and female
while its target was to engage at least 600 beneficiaries.

Additional engagements done through Coordination and Planning Meetings (CPMs), in which, the target was to have at least 25
participants for each CPM.

ICPSS overachieved in the CPMs also as the attendance in each CPM was well over the targeted participation anticipated.

IThe target was to achieve at least 100 participants from diverse and variant stakeholders in at least four (04) CPMs.
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Indirect beneficiaries through media hits:

ICPSS was not only able to over achieve in its target of direct beneficiaries, it was also able to reach out to a great number of
indirect beneficiaries through extensive coverage of all the seminar by media houses and newspapers.

Leading newspapers gave detailed and extensive coverage to all the seminars, highlighting important pointers of each seminar
with quotes from the speakers and ministers.

ICPSS had a healthy presence of at least | |5 participants, making this as another over-achievement.
Seminars covered in notable and renowned newspapers includes:

Dawn — 182,000 circulation

The News — 225,000 circulation
Daily Times — 125,000 circulation
Pakistan Today — 120,000 circulation
Jang — 900,000 circulation

Roznama Pakistan — 280,000 circulation
City 42 — 35,000 circulation

92 News — 450,000 circulation

Nai Baat — 245,000 circulation

10. Jinnah — 75,000 circulation

I'l. Aaj Kal — 32,000 circulation

12. Express — 850,000 circulation

VO NI AWN —

[Therefore, an overall assessment of indirect beneficiary comes up to a staggering number of at least 3.5 million.
Other than the above-mentioned, small newspapers also gave coverage to all the seminars.

ICoverage by electronic media:

Electronic media did extensive coverage, which was present in all the seminars.

IChannels including City42, Lahore Rung, Samaa Tv, 92 News and Express News covered the seminars.

lease describe how the direct beneficiaries benefited from this grant. Please provide several quotes from beneficiaries
and/or stories from the interviews/case studies conducted during the trainings, along with names. Kindly ensure that quotes are
disaggregated by gender.

Majority of the direct beneficiaries benefited to a great level by this grant as the activities of the grant gave them the opportunity|
to engage, learn and explore commonalities among other sects and faiths. The most important beneficiaries of the grant were
the young students of religious madrassas, who do not often get a chance to be part of such awareness seminars.

It was a major enlightenment for them to know about intersect and interfaith harmony from notables from the government and
from different professions and expertise.

Mobeen Ahmed — Jamia Naeemia:

This is the first time that | have been to a seminar where speakers other than our religious scholars were present. It was wonderful to hear|
them speak about intersect and interfaith harmony. | realized that there is so much in common between all sects and faiths. | am glad that|
was able to learn from this great gathering.

Sabir Ali — Jamia Naeemia:

n our Madrassa, we do not get a chance to meet and sit with people from outside of the madrassa. Nor, do we go out a lot. But today, we
came to this seminar and learned that religious harmony and peaceful co-existence is on the agenda of everyone. Coming here and
istening to the speakers gave me a lot of knowledge about how others think and what can be done to promote peace in the society. | have
been able to meet and make new friends from here, who are not from my madrassa.
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Qudsia:

am a student of University of Education. Being here was a good experience because | saw versions of all sects, faiths and beliefs on the|
stage. The audience was allowed to ask questions, which does not happen in many seminars. The way, intersect and interfaith harmony|
was promoted and briefed is definitely going to have a broader impact. It was good to see everyone agreeing on common goals of
promoting peace and co-existence, and such seminars are playing a vital role in moving towards that direction.

Munazzah:

t's a great initiative. Youth development should be on priority to ensure intersect and interfaith harmony. And that was exactly what | saw
during the seminars. Majority of the attendees were youngsters. | feel that this needs to be taken forward and more awareness needs to|
keep coming on the important subject. It is important for our society development, tolerance and promotion of peace.

Rabia Rafig:

want to say thank you to the organizers for inviting us to this seminar. It was such a great learning experience. Got to hear great
speakers, learned about our history, learned about the laws that protect us, learned about what government is doing, learned about what
religion says also. It was a complete package of information and awareness. | believe all sects are to be respected. All faiths are to be
laccepted and respected. We need to give them space

lease also provide a detailed summary of each activity. Also list down any challenges faced or lessons learned while
implementing the activities. Please also mention the strategies to overcome the challenges. Include several photographs, for
each activity, with captions. You may also give details of any success story in this section.

Coordination and Planning Meeting (CPM) = 25 June 2019

Title: Intersect Harmony

Summary:

CPSS conducted the first Coordination and Planning Meeting (CPM) titled “Intersect Harmony” on 25 June 2019 at Sunfort
Hotel in Lahore. The CPM was conducted with different stakeholders from all sects including Barehlvi, Ahl-e-Hadith,
Deoband and Shiite school of thought.

Notables also attended the CPM from other professions including Human Right activists, Peace activists, Lawyers, Senior
Journalists, writers, freelance broadcast journalists and students of religious studies.

Hamza Ameer, Communication and Reporting Officer at Centre for Peace & Secular Studies (CPSS), moderated the CPM.

Extensive discussion was witnessed with active participation by all participants, who shared their important inputs about the
importance of spreading and promoting awareness on intra-faith harmony. The participants also spoke about the importance
and realization of the use of hate speech and bloodshed in the name of religion.

The participants also shared ideas on how to improve the overall setup of the religious schools through better coordination
with other sects. The participants also appreciated the effort and urged the need to unite against hate speech and the misuse
of religion in the name of Islam, being used by extremists against others. The participants also recommended education for
the owners, managers and caretakers of various religious schools.

All participants were handed over folders with the following details:

e Agenda of the CPM
e  Recommendation/Suggestion sheet

The participants were requested to share their important feedback and recommendations on the topic that should lead to
formation of agenda and talking points for the Seminars.

The participants shared excellent recommendations on the topic, which would be pivotal in organizing the minutes of the
Seminars.
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Coordination and Planning Meeting (CPM) = 27 June 2019:

Title: Intersect and Interfaith Harmony — Role of Civil Society:

Summary:

The second Coordination and Planning Meeting (CPM) was conducted on 27 June 2019 in Sunfort Hotel Lahore.

The CPM topic was “Inter & Intra-faith harmony” with focus on the role of the Civil Society, Lawyers and Media in
playing role towards its promotion of intra and inter-faith harmony through peace, tolerance and co-existence.

Notables attended the CPM from the civil society, media houses, think tanks and lawyers, working extensively on Intra and
Interfaith related cases in Pakistan.

Hamza Ameer, Communication and Reporting Officer for CPSS moderated the meeting.

The CPM was focused on getting ideas, strategies and means through recommendations and suggestions, aimed at finalizing
the talking points and agenda for the Diversity Seminars. There were active participation from all participants as a healthy
and productive dialogue was observed.

Ideas, strategies, means and implementation of important legal provision such as “National Action Plan (NAP), Hate Speech,
Temporary Resident Act (TRA), Punjab Vigilance Committee Ordinance and Cyber Law on Hate Speech were discussed in

detail.

The CPM discussed various aspects of the agenda with active participation from notables from all sects. The CPM was
concluded with important pointers and recommendations from all participants, noted from a recommendation sheet.

Coordination and Planning Meeting — 02 July 2019:

Title: Interfaith Harmony:

Summary:

CPSS conducted Coordination & Planning Meeting (CPM) on 02 July 2019 at Sunfort Hotel, Lahore.

The meeting was focused on engaging with notables from different faiths, media organizations and activists working
extensively on Inter-faith harmony.

The CPM topic was “Inter-faith harmony” with focus on role of different faiths in promoting interfaith harmony in the
society and need to implement laws to ensure sustainable interfaith harmony.

Members from Youth Development Foundation (YDF) Multan, who shared their success story on the implementation and
activities in their region to promote interfaith and intra-faith harmony, also attended the CPM

Representatives from a youth organization “Ideas 9”, who shared their success, story on their work towards interfaith and
intra-faith harmony also attended the CPM.

The CPM saw active participation from all participants, who shared important suggestions and ideas on taking concrete and
sustainable steps to ensure longstanding impact of interfaith and intra-faith harmony in the society.

Implementation of laws on interfaith were also discussed in detail.

e  Hate Speech Ordinance

e  Loudspeaker Ordinance

e National Action Plan (NAP)
e  Cyber law on hate speech

The important of youth development, institutional responsibility, individual responsibility and contributions from different
faiths including Christian, Hindu, Bahai, Sikh and Muslim, was discussed in detail.
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The CPM participants also filled out recommendation sheets with important suggestions on how the CPM outcome should
be taken forward towards seminars.

Coordination and Planning Meeting — 04 July 2019:

Title: Intersect and Interfaith Harmony — Role of Academia:

CPSS conducted a Coordination and Planning Meeting (CPM) on 04 July 2019 with important notables and stakeholders
from *“academia”.

Professors, educationists, think tanks, policy advisors and religious scholars were present at the CPM.

The meeting was focused on gathering suggestions, recommendations, ideas and strategies towards formulation of agenda
and talking points for the seminars. The meeting was witnessed with active participation from all participants as valuable
feedbacks about the state of education of religious schools and private institutions (schools, colleges and universities) was
discussed.

The participants also shared their important inputs about what needs to be done to ensure implementation of government
rules and regulations along with institutional and individual responsibilities in relation to promotion of intra-faith and inter-

faith harmony.

It was emphasized that tolerance should be replaced with acceptability among the society as it holds the key to promotion
of co-existence, peace and harmony.

The importance of literature was also discussed. It was mutually agreed that curriculum of schools, colleges and universities,
needs to be revised through consultations with important stakeholders. Important laws were discussed including:

The participants shared important recommendations and suggestions, pivotal to the topic of the meeting.

Seminar on “Intersect Harmony’’ — 18 July 2019:

Title: Intersect Harmony:

Summary:

Centre for Peace and Secular Studies (CPSS) arranged a seminar titled “Inter-Sect Harmony” on 18 July 2019 at Pakistan
Institute for Language, Art & Culture (PILAC).

The Seminar was attended by religious leaders, scholar and representatives of different sects including Deobandi, Ahl-e-
Hadith, Barailvi and Shia sect. The Seminar also saw attendance of a large number of participants from different religious
schools of thoughts including a healthy participation from females also.

Panelist speakers included notables from different sects including Mufti Raghid Hussain Naeemi, Pir Waqas Munawar
Mujadadi, Allama Asim Makhdoom, Allama Ghulam Abbas Sherazi, Maulana Shakeel-ur-Rehman Nasir, , Abdul Majid Wattoo,
Mujahid Abbas Gardezi and Mahmood Ghaznavi.

The event was moderated and facilitated by renowned news anchor Awais Igbal,

Pir Wagas Munawar Mujadadi:

“Arranging seminars on inter-sect is not an easy job. We had to face a lot of challenges. However, our response was simple. When we
have the same Allah, same Quran and same religion, then there can be no argument”.

“When a bullet is fired, it does not see who is it hitting. It is hitting a shia, sunni, barailvi or any other sect. All it knows is to kill a
human being”.

“Through the war on peace, we need to fight against all those elements, who try to misuse religious extremism and sectarian violence.
It is only this way that we can create a society of peace, tolerance and inter-sect harmony”.

“Today is an important day as it’s a symbolic sign of unity where leaders of all sects are sharing the same stage, sitting shoulder to
shoulder to each other”.
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“There can be differences between various schools of thoughts, but when it comes to Islam, Pakistan and the nation as a whole, we are
one and it is the Islam that binds us together.

Allama Mohammad Asim Makhdoom:

Allama Makhdoom appreciated the organizers for arranging a successful event on an important topic. Allama Makhdoon said
that the “urgent need of the hour is to work towards awareness and learning of the youth from religious schools and other
institutions.”

“There is a visible and positive change being witnessed among all the sects as there is a great level of tolerance being seen and
practiced in mosques”.

“There was a serious issue of discomfort among sects to the level that other sect Muslims were not allowed in a mosque of a different
sect. However, this is changing today.”

Makhdoom detailed an event where leaders of different sect lead prayers and offered dua after the prayers, which he said
was a beautiful representation of inter-sect harmony.

“The need is to have acceptance among different sect. There needs to be tolerance among all sects. We do have differences. And they
may remain. But there is consensus on major pointers, which need to be put on priority”.

“Sectarian differences have led to sectarian intolerance, and that needs to be countered. A report states that at least 56 per cent of
people in Pakistan follow their respective religious leaders. This makes it an important responsibility of religious leaders to play their

role to transform the society and promote inter-sect harmony”.

Maulana Shakeel-ur-Rehman Nasir:

“I' am thankful and happy to be part of this beautiful gathering today. | believe that this impact needs to be taken forward and should
no be limited to this auditorium only”.

“Today, all four sects have gathered to discuss an important topic. Inter-sect is a major issue. There is difference between all sects. But
we have been trying to make ends meet and come to a peaceful consensus. Inter-sect harmony is what we all want for this nation and
the country”.

“Today there is a responsibility on all of us. It is to give a message of peace and tolerance to all”.

“But there are elements within the sects who manipulate religion to spread hatred that leads to bloodshed. We all need to unite and
fight against them.”

“Islam is a religion of peace and its message needs to reach out to all corners of the country”.

“The message from this seminar on inter-sect harmony needs to be taken ahead to our respective religious schools, mosques and the
masses.”

“I am ready to help in every way to promote inter-sect harmony. Whoever spreads hatred and sectarian violence; he is the enemy of
our country and religion.”

Allama Ghulam Abbas Sherazi:

“There is not a word of hatred or intolerance in any verse of the holy Quran or Hadith. Islam is a religion of peace and tolerance. It is
important to promote learning as that creates a peaceful and learned environment. The religious Ulemas have shown their unity on
various occasions whenever there has been an religious issue. Ulemas councils have given many recommendations to the government.
However, till now, we have not witnessed a response from them. But that importance is to continue this important task of promoting
inter-sect harmony.”

It is important to work towards peace through the following:
e Religious schools needs to work on their respective curriculum and reject intolerant behavior.

e The civil society needs to play its role in spreading the message on all domains.
e  The media needs to promote peace and tolerance.
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e There needs to be acceptability among all sects.

Mufti Raghib Hussain Naeemi:

“In Pakistan, there are at least four different versions of Islam, segregated on the basis of sect. We cannot divide Pakistan on the basis
sectarian divide. So, when we have to live together in one country, then we have to give each other space and accept them with respect
and tolerance. This is how inter-sect harmony can be ensured.”

“We need to create a level of tolerance and acceptability among us that we should not sanction death for anyone on the basis of
religious beliefs. By doing this, we will see a society formed on the message of peace, which is the direct message of Islam.”

“If there is a need to learn about any other religious belief, then their respective leaders and scholars should be consulted and invited to
detail their belief. No other person should have the authority to preach or talk about religious beliefs of other sect. Having different
religious belief does not stop or bar us from meeting with other persons from other sects. Having difference in religious beliefs is not an
opposition. But there are elements, who are using this difference as opposition that is leading to hatred. If we fail to accept each other,
means that maybe we have fallen into an issue of identity crisis.”

“Identity crisis leads to intolerance and hatred at times. We need to spread this awareness among the masses.”

Seminar on “Interfaith Harmony” - 27 july 2019:

Title: Interfaith Harmony

Summary:

Centre for Peace and Secular Studies (CPSS) arranged a seminar titled “Interfaith Harmony — Together on a journey of
peace and harmony” on 27th July 2019 at Pakistan Institute for Language, Arts and Culture (PILAC).

Notables and renowned dignitaries attended the Seminar from different faiths including Muslim, Hindu, Christian, Sikh and
the Baha’i community.

A large number of participants attended the seminar. Participants included people from all walks of life with a healthy
presence of young students from different universities, students from religious schools, youth from different faiths and
members from the civil society, attended the seminar. The seminar was also attended by a large number of young females
from different universities, faiths and religious schools.

Panelist speakers for the event included renowned notables including:

. Mufti Raghib Hussain Naeemi — Member, Council of Islamic Ideology, Paksitan

e  Father Nadeem Francis — Chairman, National Commission for Inter-Religious Dialogue & Ecumenism
e  Bishop Azad Marshal — Diocese of Raiwind Church of Pakistan

e Archbishop Sebastian Francis Shaw — Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Lahore

e Professor Kalyan Singh — Professor, Government College & University Lahore.

e  Amarnath Randhawa — President, Hindu Sudhar Sabha

e  Faramaz Roshani — Bahai Community

. Allama Mohammad Asim Makhdoom — Qul Masalik Ulema Board

The event was moderated and facilitated by renowned news anchor Awais Igbal.
Speakers emphasized on promoting interfaith harmony through youth development, individual and institutional
responsibilities, better coordination among faiths, smooth and progressive coordination between different stakeholders and

implementation of the government laws to protect minority rights.

Speakers emphasized the need to have platforms of engagement between different faiths to better understand and promote
acceptability at community level.

Speakers also urged all faiths to work on promoting interfaith harmony through their respective institutions.

Archbishop Sebastian Francis Shaw — Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Lahore:

“It is important for a person, who wants to learn or who is unaware of different faiths; it is best to have a dialogue among all faiths as

Page 8 of 47



Partner: Centre for Peace and Secular Studies (CPSS)
Grant No: PCD045
Office: Lahore

that will be the best learning for all. Dialogue is a discussion between two or more persons, which gives an opportunity to sit and listen
to each other’s views. The dialogue opens up the mind in a great way as the person who may have made misconceptions about any
faith or sect, he will get clarity on many confusions and misunderstandings. Dialogue holds massive importance as it can change the
mindset of the masses with more clarity. In order to walk on the path of truth and peace, dialogue is important. Dialogue is not an
argument. Dialogue is not to declare one faith or sect superior over other. Dialogue is to learn from each other. Dialogue is to respect
each other at equal level.”

“We need to respect a person on the basis of humanity. And after knowing his or hers religion, dialogue helps us respect that person
even more. We have many schools. And you should know that majority of the students in our schools, which are convent, are Muslims.
That is why we call our schools and institutions as social institutes and not a religious one.”

“We believe that the conflict between faiths and communities started during the 80s. We believe that it was aimed at promoting
interfaith conflict and was an agenda of the external forces. For years, we have been engaging with many religious leaders and scholars
from different faiths. | should tell you that never has it happened that anyone would have asked me to change my religion nor have we
ever asked anyone to change theirs. It is the beauty of dialogue that no one attempts to change your religion. God has made everyone.
God has made all humans with their respective faiths. And it is the beauty that we see so many people following their respective faiths
as the beloved children of God.”

Sardar Kalyan Singh Kalyan - Professor, Government College & University Lahore:

“We have been talking about the same issues and concerns for the past 70 years. Maybe the society does not want to listen to what
we are trying to say. Maybe the society does not want to accept what we say. It should be noted that this region was never a region of
intolerance on the basis of religion or faith. Gurdwaras, Mosques, Churches and other religious places were always open to everyone.
No one would even ask anyone’s religion.”

“Today, this hall is filled with people with beards, clean shaves and others, who have come here at their own will. But somewhere, there
are elements who do not accept such interfaith harmony initiatives. This is a matter of grave concern. We have learned from these
respected speakers. | urge you all to learn from them also.”

“There is a beautiful tree on this backdrop. We need to understand that this country is also a beautiful tree. It will die if we hate each
other’s religions. Hate speech has spread like virus, spreading hatred against all religions.”

“Textbooks have preached hatred against different religions like Hinduism and Sikhs. This needs to be condemned and needs to be
replaced with interfaith harmony, peace, tolerance and humanity.”

“We are a nation, which gives the highest number of donations. We are the nation, which goes for Hajj in the largest numbers. But we
have to accept that we are also a nation that does the most corruption. We give the largest donation yet we do not get a single thing
that's pure in this country. We have to see and identify on why are the issues of religious minorities in Pakistan. | urge all to look into
these matters.”

“Everyone should know that whoever is a follower of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH), cannot hate other religions and faiths. We have to
follow the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH), and you will see that Pakistan will transform into a beautiful heaven.”

Bishop Azad Marshal - Diocese of Raiwind Church of Pakistan:

“Interfaith harmony is our need. But it will come when we will have tolerance and acceptability for each other. It is true that Pakistan
was made for Muslims, but we (Christians) were also the ones who voted for it. Pakistan was made with an idea that it would be a
Muslim majority state, but it will not be intolerant towards other faiths and religions. We need to create strategies, ways and means to
promote interfaith harmony.”

Faramaz Roshani — Bahai Community:

“l am honored to be here. And | am happy to see that majority of the audience comprises of youth. In order to ensure interfaith
harmony, we need to have knowledge, dialogue and discussion on broader levels. Nothing can be more damaging than intolerance and
hatred. We all belong to different faiths, professions and schools of thoughts. But what we have in common is that we all come with
responsibility to play our part in making the society a better place of peace and harmony.”

“If we start looking inwards into our own selves and make the corrections on the basis of humanity and peace, the society will start to
change. We need to end the blame game and bring about a change through peace among all sects and faiths. Interfaith harmony can
be achieved through youth development. We need to create platforms of learning for the youth and teach them to unite. We all have a
role to play to ensure interfaith harmony.”
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Amarnath Randhawa — President Hindu Sudhar Sabha:

“This region, where Hindus and Muslims and other religions have been living together for decades, we have common cultures, common
values. But, with time passing by, religious intolerance is taking control over this region. We all should know this that no faith promotes
hatred or intolerance.”

“We all need to unite, if we want to counter this increasing hatred with love, peace and interfaith harmony. We need to promote
interfaith harmony through our respective institutions, schools, and universities, Gurdwaras, Temples and Mosques. We need to accept

every faith and religion, as that is the only way towards interfaith harmony,”

Father Nadeem Francis - Chairman, National Commission for Inter-Religious Dialogue & Ecumenism:

“Today, | have heard so many speakers who have such high hopes and ideas towards interfaith harmony. Since 1947 till date, | ask
myself that is this Pakistan that was formed on the basis of interfaith harmony. | wish there were government representatives present
at this seminar also. | wish they could also hear what the respected speakers are talking about.”

“There can be no peace or interfaith harmony until media and government does not give equal representation and acceptance to the
minorities. There needs to be a change in syllabus, as the change will come with awareness among the youth. There are many heroes
from minorities, who played their part for Pakistan. They should be also introduced to the youth through the curriculum.”

“l salute to the religion scholars who have been working towards interfaith harmony. We see a big change happening in the society
because of the efforts of these religious scholars, who have been working to promote interfaith harmony. And | urge the government to

ensure implementation of interfaith harmony as a rule and law.”

Padri Emmanuel Khokhar — Diocese of Raiwind:

“There was a time when issues were resolved with war. Then came a time when issues were resolved through dialogue and argument.
But today, there is a time when issues can be resolved through dialogue. | want to talk about hope. | want to talk about peace.”

“We promote interfaith harmony through various activities. | have hosted Iftar in our church. My Muslim brothers have invited me
many times to many religious festivities. This is what we need today. We need to unite with respect and acceptability among all faiths.
Hatred, intolerance can be negated by further strengthening interfaith harmony. You cannot talk hatred and write love.”

“Today, the times have changed. We are all working towards interfaith harmony and will continue to do so. Peace and harmony is a
thought. It will not be ensured until there is an environment of peace and tolerance. We have moved away from the peaceful teachings

of our religions. That is why intolerance and hatred has made its way and has overpowered us.”

Seminar on “Intersect Harmony & Education System” — 20 August 2019:

Centre for Peace and Secular Studies (CPSS) arranged a seminar titled “Intersect Harmony & Education System” on 20th of
August 2019 at Pakistan Institute for Language, Arts and Culture (PILAC).

Ejaz Alam Augustine, Punjab Provincial Minister for Human Rights & Minority Affairs was the Chief Guest while Sardar
Mahinder Pal Singh, Parliamentary Secretary for Human Rights Punjab attended the seminar as Guest of Honor.

Other notables and panelists for the seminar included:

e Dr. Muhammad Shahid Soroya, Pro-Vice Chancellor (VC) Minhaj University
e  Dr. Rauf Azam, Vice Chancellor University of Education (UE)

e  Prof. Abdul Rehman Ludhianvi, Director Wafaq-ul-Madaris

e  Allama Mehdi Hasan, Mutahida Ulema Board (Shia)

e Mufti Raghib Hussain Naeemi. Member Islamic Ideology Council

. Dr. Sughra Sadaf, Director PILAC

The event was attended by a large number of people including young students from different universities, students from
religious madrassas, members from civil society and participants from different schools of thoughts, sects and faiths.

A registration counter was installed at the entrance of the venue to register all participants, who were attending the event.
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Starting the dialogue, moderator raised the question over the importance religious schools and madrassas in ensuring
intersect harmony.

Professor Abdul Rehman Ludhianvi, Director Wafag-ul-Madaris:

Professor Abdul Rehman Ludhianvi, Director Wafaq-ul-Madaris maintained, “Intersect Harmony holds massive importance in
creating a society of peace”.

“When a religious cleric of one sect goes to another mosque of a different sect, it not only nullifies the impression that different sects
fight each other, but it also gives a message of sectarian unity to all”, he said.

Talking about interfaith harmony, Ludhianvi said “When we go to non-Muslims or people from other sects, this bridges the gaps
and promotes love and peace”.

Answering a question about if praying behind a religious scholar of a different sect, he said that it should be urged and
promoted among all sects.

Dr. Muhammad Shahid Soroya, Pro-Vice Chancellor Minhaj University:

Dr. Muhammad Shahid Soroya, Pro-Vice Chancellor Minhaj University emphasized the importance of dialogue in ensuring
intersect and interfaith harmony.

“Dialogue and the right to question and answer is what pivotal to ensure intersect and interfaith harmony”, he said.

Talking about contributions of Minhaj University towards promotion of intersect and interfaith harmony, Soroya said:
“Minhaj University promotes students to explore their own talent and gives them platforms like acting, theatre and other sections. We
give them the confidence among student through different activities, which brings them closer to each other. They get to share their

culture and are able to vent out their inner feelings”.

Highlighting the need to change the culture of classrooms in schools, colleges and universities, soroya said “Positive changes in
the culture of classrooms of schools, colleges and universities can bring about a positive change in youth development”.

“Sports activities, drama competitions, debate competitions, music societies and other platforms give a great base for students”, he
said.

“We have students from all sects in our university. They enjoy the same freedom of expression and learning. Our students through our
university policies pray in the same mosque without any problem or issues, which is very positive. And we have a dedicated department

of peace and harmony”, he added.

Ejaz Alam Augustine, Punjab Provincial Minister for Human Rights and Minority Affairs:

Punjab Provincial Minister for Human Rights and Minority Affairs, Ejaz Alam Augustine detailed the work his ministry is doing
to ensure smooth implementation of intersect and interfaith initiatives, aimed at creating a peaceful society.

“The interfaith ministry used to be managed at federal level. This is the first time that the ministry has come under the provincial
government. This is because this government of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) gives priority to interfaith harmony”, he said.

“We believe that until tolerance is not ensured in the society, intersect or interfaith harmony cannot be established”, he maintained.
Talking about intersect harmony, Augustine said:

“We see different arguments among different sects and faiths. We are currently introducing interfaith harmony in curriculums of
colleges and universities with prime focus on spreading awareness among the youth on intersect and interfaith harmony. Our
government is focused on countering hate speech material. We have assigned a person in the department to ensure there is no hate

material being spread”.

Highlighting the importance of countering hate speech, Augustine said the government was keeping a close eye on all course
materials being printed for educational institutions.

“Our department is also working on checking all coarse material. We are checking the printing and content and are making sure that
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no hate material is being spread or sold in markets, bookshops, colleges and universities”, he said.

He said Prime Minister Imran Khan has a vision of crating a government on ideology of Medina with freedom of expression
and religious practice for all.

“We believe that no religion or faith fan be restricted in barriers. We have to ensure that incidents like forced conversions need to be
countered. The mosques, churches and temples need to make sure that they give the message of peace and co-existence”, maintained

Augustine.

Allama Mehdi Hasan, Mutahida Ulema Board (Shia):

Allama Mehdi Hasan, member of Mutahida Ulema Board spoke about government laws including Loudspeaker Ordinance
and Hate Speech.

“The use of loudspeaker, if it is disturbing the residents in the surrounding areas is inappropriate. The government imposed the
loudspeaker ordinance recently, but we have already applied the initiative in our Jamia-tul-Muntazir”, he said.

Talking about the prevailing ideas that prevail in the society, barring people of different faiths from eating together and
spread hate, he said:

“The notion that one cannot eat with a person of different faith is not right. Our Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) set examples in his life
about it. It is important that the menace of hatred that is seen between different faiths and sects needs to be countered by religious
schools and religious leaders. It is the responsibility of the religious schools and scholars to ensure that anyone who spread hatred
through hate speech should be banned”, he said.

“The conceptual development through religion depends on how the beliefs are preached and expressed to the masses. The way an
argument is expressed needs to be appropriate and will be responded with respect. Religion needs to be free of any monetary support

like money. The involvement of money and monetary support has ruined the peaceful ideology of a religion”, he maintained.

Mufti Raghib Hussain Naeemi, Islamic Ideology Council:

“Madarassas are playing a major role in transforming young boys and girls to excel in various fields. Our students from Jamia Naeemia
have gone on to become doctors, army soldiers, scientists and engineers. And on top of that, they have also learned the religious
studies”.

“l am a strong believer that by praying behind a religious leader of a different sect. does not show or does not ensure intersect
harmony. The way to ensure intersect harmony is through realistic and practical steps towards transformation of youth and the society
at large. And that can be done through planning and awareness of intersect and interfaith harmony through educational institutions™
maintained Naeemi.

Sardar Mahinder Pal Singh, Parliamentary Secretary for Human Rights Punjab:

Sardar Mahinder Pal Singh, Parliamentary Secretary for Human Rights emphasized on the need to implement the positive
norms that all religious sects and faiths preach.

“I think practical implementation needs to be highlighted. Unfortunately, we all look and search for negative points in each other’s
religions and faiths”, he said.

“When Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) can allow other faiths to not only live in the Masjid Nabvi and pray there also, then how can
anyone from the same religion not allow other religion or faith or sect to pray together?”, he added.

“Guru Nanak Devji had always shown compassion and acceptability towards all religions™, maintained Pal Singh.

Singh highlighted that all religions preach unity and peace, emphasizing that the way forward is to find positive and peaceful
commonalities and promote them.

“Practical implementation is very easy among all religions. Intersect and Interfaith harmony is preached is all religions. All religions
preach unity. The formula to that is that we accept each and everyone, from any faith or religion he or she might be from, should be
accepted” he said.

“The simple message is that if we accept all and respect every sect and faith, there will be religious harmony among all. If you all
believe in the oneness of the almighty, then we need to leave it on the almighty to decide for all. Because he is the best decision maker
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of all”, he added.

Professor Dr. Rauf Azam, Vice Chancellor University of Education (UE):

Professor Dr. Rauf Azam, Vice Chancellor University of Education (UE) stressed on the immediate need to understand the
religious limitations and resect them. He said harmony can only be maintained when everyone meets and greets, but does
not try to mitigate or hamper their belief and faith into other person.

“l think that the first and foremost thing is to understand what harmony actually. We need to under the definition of harmony. If
someone would ask me if | feel bad or awkward to sit with people of different faiths and eat? | would say no. But if asked if | can eat
in the same plate, | would say no. Not because of the person’s faith or belief but because | am not comfortable in eating in someone’s
plate”, he said.

“Extremist is the one who is trying to stretch me to the level that exceeds my limits. We listen to all religious scholars of all sects and
faiths. But that does not compel me to adopt their sect or faith. Harmony is to allow and respect different religions and faiths and not
try to change them into our faith or sect. That's is where the argument and fight starts”, maintained Azam.

“There are limits in every religion. And those limits are set by the respective religions. They need to be respected and there should be
no attempt to encroach their limits. On social media, we do not see that much of rigidness on religious levels. However, we see that on
ground”, Azam added.

Rauf Azam said there is a need to understand and implement harmony in its true spirit.

“We are sitting together today, sharing the same stage this is harmony. There needs to be a limit identified and no one should try to
encroach it”, he said.

“We need to understand what harmony is. And that is by respecting, honoring and accepting existence of each other’s religions and
faiths. Our university has various student societies, who are engaged in dialogue and engagement with learned scholars with the

confidence to ask questions and answer”, he added.

Dr. Sughra Sadaf, Director Punjab Institute for Language, Art and Culture (PILAC):

“There is a need to change the perspective among the masses. We need to come out of fatwas and declarations, which have spread
such a rigid image of Islam. It is the hearts and minds that need to be pure. And this is the only way intersect and interfaith harmony
can be ensured. Many of our historical leaders had studies from religious schools. They created history in fields like academia, historians
and politics”, she added.

Seminar on “Religious Harmony & Role of Civil Society’” — 24 August 2019:

Centre for Peace and Secular Studies (CPSS) arranged a seminar titled “Religions Harmony & Role of Civil Society” on 24th
of August 2019 at Pakistan Institute for Language, Arts and Culture (PILAC).

Highly distinguished panelists, representing all dimensions of the civil society, attended the seminar.

The guests included:
e  Tarig Mahmood, Secretary, Ministry of Human Rights and Minority Affairs, Government of Punjab.
. Sardar Hasnain Bahadur Dreshak, Provincial Minister Punjab
e  Syed Tahir Raza Bukhari, DG Auqaf & Religious Affairs
e Mujeeb-ur-Rehman Shami, Senior Journalist, Dunya News
e Amir Rana, Director, Pakistan Institute of Peace Studies (PIPS)
e  Saroop ljaz, Country Director, Human Rights Watch (HRW)
e Mufti Raghib Hussain Neemi, Member, Islamic Ideology Council (IIC)
e Dr. Mehdi Hasan, Human Rights Commission Pakistan (HRCP)

Salman Abid, a renowned civil society member and journalist moderated the event.

The event was attended by a large number of people including young students from different universities, students from
religious madrassas, members from civil society and participants from different schools of thoughts, sects and faiths.

Amir Rana, Director, Pakistan Institute of Peace Studies (PIPS):
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“There are two things to keep in mind. What is the approach of the establishment and how does the society take this issue. Firstly, the
Pakistani institutions take extremism as a major challenge and are trying to get Pakistan out of this. This is because there has been a
wave of terrorism in the country and that has become an image of the country in front of the world. But this whole process needs to be
a-political approach. This approach is very critical. Extremism can be countered through an a-political approach. The freedom of
expression is necessary”.

“We are required to launch a campaign under a very restricted and limited leverage on countering-terrorism. But there are many
limitations where we are barred from talking about those elements, which were at some time part of the system as they can be useful
in the future. Then there is also restriction over talking about religious elements also. And we cannot talk freely about them either.
This makes the expression at our end very difficult”.

“The role of civil society is under crisis because of pressures of these restrictions. It does not have that intellectual capacity because it is
under a severe crisis through a barb wired restriction on freedom of expression. The biggest challenge that the civil society has is that it
will have to see on how it can better its own intellectual approach on various matters”.

“The establishment of the state was on the basis of religion. And if you know that these two elements (religious elements and their
representations) are the two pillars of this state. The civil society can play important role in bridging the gap by dialogue with

religious elements and can make the basis of creating awareness and understanding to take things forward”.

Dr. Mehdi Hasan — Chairman, Human Rights Commission Pakistan (HRCP):

Dr. Mehdi Hasan gave a brief overview on history and the basis on which Pakistan for founded by Quaid-e-Azam.

“As far as the role of civil society is concerned, in relation to extremism; the formation of Pakistan was not a result of any religious
campaign. Pakistan was born as a result of a political campaign. Since 1940, due to political reasons, Muhammad Ali Jinnah gave the
name of Muslim India to Muslims and spoke about their rights. Which was later named as Pakistan by some Cambridge students.
Jinnah didn't use the name Pakistan till 1945. And in 1942, after the resolution, there were rumors that this is a Pakistan movement
going on. So Jinnah said that if they call it Pakistan movement, and then let it be Pakistan movement. That is how the name Pakistan
was constituted”, said Dr. Hasan,

Dr. Hasan said that many for their own gains have distorted the true history of Pakistan.

“We have distorted history in different ways and have taught our children in relation to religion and other faiths. We teach children
that the Arab warrior conquered Sindh when he heard the screams of two young girls. In redlity, the trade route was to be secured
that is why the Arab warrior came to conquered the Sindh province”, he said.

Dr. Hasan said there can be no democracy when a state is formed on the basis of religion as it automatically gives
minority status to other faiths.

“There is no democracy in Pakistan. There can be no democracy when a state is formed a bases of religions and Pakistan is based on
the basis of Islam. When you declare a state to a religion, then all those who are not part of that religion become a second-class
citizen automatically”, he said.

Dr. Hasan said “Even though we say it out loud that in Pakistan there is complete freedom for religions minorities in Pakistan. But the
fact is that there are many minorities in Pakistan, who are in severe crisis. | have figures that shows that a large number of Hindu
minorities have left Pakistan. Ahmadi community has also left Pakistan because they do no feel safe here. Ahmadi community in
Pakistan, has also got a restriction that they cannot call their mosques as a religious mosque and cannot have a doom on their
mosques”, reminding that “the first mosque that was made did not have a globe on top also. All these things are part of history, but
we do not learn from history”.

Dr. Hasan urged that religion is a personal matter of faith for every person.

“Islam says that don't abuse other religions as they will abuse your religion also. But, we today, are not ready to agree and accept the
teaching of Islam from the Holy book Quran also”, he said.

Emphasizing the sayings of Jinnah, Dr. Hasan said Pakistan’s state was turned from a modern state to a state with religious
might.

“Pakistan will be @ modern, democratic and tolerant state. We brushed that aside and turned it into a state with religious might. Eight
elections have been done on the basis of religious might. | am not against those who do politics in the name of religion as democracy
give them the right to do anything they want. But the decision should stay with the people”, he said.
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Dr. Hasan emphasized the need to stop using religion for political reasons as it yields violence and bloodshed.

“Let religion be a personal matter. Let it be that way. No one has the right to intervene in anyone’s personal matter. Secondly, we
should not use religion for political reasons and forces others to adopt our religion and faith. Everyone has the right and freedom to
move his stick, but from where others nose starts, your stick should stop. All | request you to do is don't intervene in other’s faiths”, he
concluded.

Sardar Hasnain Bahadur Darshak, Provincial Minister:

Sardar Hasnain Bahadur Darshak, Provincial Minister of the Government of Punjab said the citizens need to get directions
from the better things that are happening to gain confidence in the current system and the state.

“We, as a society, talk about sufferings and issues almost all the time and everywhere. We are so used to talking about issues that
makes us so depressing. | cannot say that terrorism has ended. But | can say this with authority that the devil has been caged. There
are many who have spread hatred and have declared sects as enemies. But today, we see those religious leaders coming on the
stage, who talk about religious harmony”, he said.

“We should be happy for the fact that there is some betterment being ensured in the society today. All this has happened by the
sacrifices of many. Our army, police and other security forces have laid their lives to ensure peace.Today, if my children can sleep in
peace, then | do not single out those who are part of these forces who opt to misconduct. I look and thank those who have
sacrificed to ensure this situation today”, said Darshak.

Darshak highlighted that a democratic system is the solution to many problems, adding that the selection in the democratic
system needs to be on the basis of quality and not quantity.

“I would say that as long as we have a democratic system and people are electing a leader, then you would have to respect them. If
we feel that there needs to be quality in our decisions on the basis of qualitative measures. Then such decisions cannot be applied on
the society, which comprises of majority of those people who are not learned enough. Today, the sorting procedure of political
weightage is based on quantity and not quality. Secondly, we need to get out of this constant firefighting mode. We do not have
enough time to plan for a long-term resolve. And in that, a villager who works with me is also becoming a firefighter. We both are
used to living like that on a day-to-day basis”, he said.

Talking about extremism and extremists not being part of any religion, Darshak said:
“When a non-Muslim kills a Muslim, he does not take you as a Shia, Sunni or any other sect. He only signifies you as a Muslim. But
how sad that we as Muslims have hatred against each other on the basis of sect. | hope that this hate ends and education,

awareness and enlightenment wins over all hate”, he concluded.

Saroop ljaz, Country Head, Human Rights Watch:

Saroop ljaz, a legal expert detailed how laws like National Action Plan (NAP) has been implemented and how the pace has
toned down with time.

“The seriousness that the NAP had in the start is not there today. Maybe we have taken care of many things related to terrorism,
which is good. But for years, the impact that the curriculum and other intolerant and extremist mindsets have done still needs to be
looked into. The National Action Plan (NAP) came dfter 2014 horrific attack in Army Public School in Peshawar. We saw military
courts established and other steps taken. We saw major changes militarily but there was no counter steps taken on religious
intolerance and religious extremism. We see that hate material still persists in curriculum of institutions, media and other platforms.
Article 20 is on Freedom of Religions Practice and it was agreed that there would be no law that would go against Sharia and human
rights”.

ljaz highlighted the need to implement government laws to ensure religious harmony.

“The issue is the laws that are there and their implementations. The constitution gives the right to anyone to have his religion, and
practice it. The constitution says that no person from other faith would be taught about a different religion. Quaid-e-Azam’s speech
gave the basis on religious harmony, in which he said that religion would be a personal matter of a person”, he said.

“The laws that already exist need to be implemented. The constitution says that no one will be questioned on the basis of religions,
color or creed. The civil society, especially the lawyers, who were supposed to uphold the issue of religious intolerance... they badly
failed”, he added.
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ljaz highlighted that the society in Pakistan has opted to religious based protests as it gives them leverage over any resistance
from other forces.

“We have created a society that belief that when there is a protest done on the basis of religion, people will hear them better and no
one will try to push them away. This is a failure on part of the civil society and the society at large. What is happening in India is a
cautionary tale that we need to learn from. This is what Jinnah cautioned”, he said.

ljaz urged implementation of NAP and government laws to ensure religious harmony and prompt provision of justice.

Tarig Mahmood — Secretary, Ministry of Human Rights and Minority Affairs:

The provincial minister on Human Rights and Minority Affairs said civil servants and public office holders need to ensure that
they fulfill their responsibilities of promoting religious harmony to ensure progressive and peaceful society.

“It is said that a civil servant will have to promote tolerance and peace. If civil servants had done this, there would be more credibility
and respect for them in the society today. The civil servants, being pillars of the state, could have been the reason for a better society.
To ensure tolerance and peace in the society, we will have to take a collective approach. We need to take ownership of our role and
responsibility at institutional level”, he added.

Detailing about the work his ministry is doing, Mahmood said:

“We have made a minority empowerment package through which we will support the minorities. There is an allocated 5 per cent
quota in the civil services department but it is not being complied. Therefore, we have made a policy that there will be a separate
quota other than merit in universities of | to 2 per cent. For minorities, ‘religious instructions’ is being introduced as a separate religion
in schools. In jails, all those minorities who study their own faiths, are also going to be given compensations like Muslims. The Punjab
Skill Development Cell and other initiatives are being taken to ensure that all the underprivileged can be facilitated”, he detailed.

“Policies are there. What is needed to have a dialogue on them. Islam has nothing to do with terrorism. Yet it is being related and that
is @ matter of concern”, he concluded.

Syed Tahir Raza Bukhari, DG Augqaf and Religious Affairs:

DG Augaf Syed Tahir Raza Bukhari said shrines played important role when Pakistan was founded, urging that they can play
a major part in formulating a tolerant society.

“There were three pillars of our society when Pakistan was born. Mosque, Temple and Shrines. It was said that if these three pillars
are sustained, then the society will grow and will be fine. | believe that if shrines will lead the civil society, then there will be
tolerance and peace in the society. We need to know that these three pillars kept the society intact when the world was wondering
how did Muslims, who were minorities, end up ruling the world”, he said.

Mujeeb-ur-Rehman Shami, veteran jouranlist:

Senior journalist Mujeeb-ur-Rehman Shami highlighted the importance of dialogue, urging that a Muslim-majority state needs
to ensure right of its minorities.

“Whenever there is a dialogue on this kind, it seems that the history and the past, present and future has been corrected. If we will go
into history and will say that religion has nothing to do with our lives, then | would say that there was not need to make Pakistan.
Pakistan has been formed on the basis of a Muslim majority state. So you cannot close your eyes to this fact. What is needed is that
you take care of your minorities, who live in Pakistan”, he said.

“Today, we can talk about all minorities but one, the Ahmadis. If we talk about them, we get into trouble. So, | would say that we have
transformed our society into an extremely intolerant society. Life, respect and faith of any person, it is important to ensure their
security. We need to have a charter on this that there should be no compromise on the respect of any religion and faith. If we had
been such great Muslims, there would not have been any intolerance”, he added.

Urging the need to stop all from using religion as a reason to spread hatred and violence, Shami said:

“Any person, belonging to any religion, sect or faith should not be allowed to take matters into their hands and break laws. Our state is
responsible to ensure that they do not use religion for their limited agendas”, he said.
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Lesson learned:

The overall project has been a great learning experience as it has enlightened the youth at a broader level with experience
sharing from all sects, faiths and stakeholders, which play important part in promoting intersect and interfaith harmony in the
society.

The most important lesson learnt is that such awareness seminars need to be conducted in a long-term campaign with
consistent engagements of the youth; young minds in universities and religious madrassas.

The impact of the seminar has given way to a more broader level approach on the matter, that can be adopted through
engagements with educational institutions, religious madrassas and other stake holders from different sects, faiths and beliefs
to formulate a joint committee that works with the government in recommending reforms and implementing the
government laws on ground.

This can be done through public awareness campaigns, pubic service messages, seminars in religious madrassas, temples,
gurdwaras, churches and common meeting places on intersect and interfaith harmony.

The youth needs to be kept under consistent brainstorming on intersect and interfaith harmony to ensure that its
understanding becomes part of daily life and routine

Coordination with relevant ministries through compliance with legal framework can be beneficial in addressing many issues
of hate speech and other violations that are committed but go un-noticed.

Citizen empowerment plan can be introduced with spreading awareness of the Prime Minister Citizen Portal, promoting
citizens and teaching them on how to knock doors of relevant departments on various issues related to intersect or
interfaith.

Seminars on awareness and promotion of intersect and interfaith harmony needs to be a consistent process, parallel to the

above-mentioned initiatives. Prominent Stakeholders from all walks of life should be invited to share information on how
intersect and interfaith harmony can be maintained and ensured.

Challenges:

There have been several challenges during the implementation of the project. However, CPSS team was able to handle the
unforeseen challenges proficiently.

Engaging with government officials:

Engaging with government officials has been one of the prime challenges for the CPSS team. The main reason for that has
been the deviation in commitments that they made on invitations for the seminar. It was difficult to confirm the attendance
of a particular minister on the seminar, as their office would not give a confirmed ‘yes’ to the invitation. Political
engagements or any unforeseen commitment would make chances of their confirmed presence at the seminar bleak.

It was this reason why CPSS was contacting and engaging with multiple ministers and inviting them to the seminars to ensure
that if one is not able to make it, there should be presence from the government side.

Unforeseen changes in political situation:

CPSS team was hit with a major challenge when Pakistan went into protest mode after Indian government changed the
special status of the state of Jammu and Kashmir. That resulted in protests on the streets and emergency meeting among all
government officials.

This resulted in forcing CPSS to cancel its event, which was scheduled to be held on 7 August 2019 because all speakers and
panelists including ministers and public office holders from the Punjab government, refused to come to the seminar as they

were busy in the developing situation in Kashmir and Pakistan’s position.

The seminar date had to be changed to 20 August 2019. With milestone submission date being 26 August 2019, CPSS team
was pushed to organizing two seminars on 20 and 24 August 2019.

However, CPSS conducted seminars successfully and submitted the milestone report by 26 August 2019 also.
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Photographs of Project activities are attached as annexure

4) Please indicate your level of satisfaction with Azm-e-Pakistan’s processes in implementing this grant:

Satisfied

Please explain what worked, and what could be improved:

e The most important part was the overall activity plan for the implementation of the project. Conducting
Coordination and Planning Meetings (CPMs) was an excellent idea as it helped in formulating Agendas and Talking
Points for the seminars. CPMs were meetings with second-tier representatives from all sects, faiths and
stakeholders.

e The other thing that worked well was diversifying the implementation plan through engagements with all
stakeholders including Intersect, Interfaith representatives, media, lawyers, civil society and academics. This helped
in having healthy and focused discussion in all four seminars as every seminar had an agenda of engaging a particular
stakeholder of intersect and interfaith harmony.

e  Youth engagement, especially between students of religious madrassas and university students was by far the best
thing that happened during the implementation of the campaign.

e Bringing all faiths, together on one platform was also one aspect of the seminars that worked well. The
representation of participants from different faiths was also heartening to see as it gave all an opportunity to talk
and learn each other’s culture and values.

e  Awareness on government laws was also an important element. This is because most of the participants did not
know about many laws and provisions that protect them from hate speech. Laws like hate speech, loudspeaker
ordinance, Temporary Resident Act (TRA) and provisions in them that ensure protection to citizens was
enlightening and learning experience for the participants during the seminars.

5) Please attach as separate documents or annexes to this report:

e  Beneficiary quotes with names

e  Pictures of activities

e  List of volunteers

e  Participants of awareness sessions
e  Findings of the surveys

e  List of government officials engaged
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Pictures of activities

Coordination and Planning Meetings (CPMs)

Date: 02 July 2019:

Title: Interfaith Harmony

Figure 1: Group Photo CPM participants
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Figure 2: CPM with interfaith representatives
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Figure 3: CPM participants

Figure 4: CPM Participants

Coordination and Planning Meeting (CPM):

Date: 04 July 2019

Topic: Intersect & Interfaith Harmony — Role of Academia:
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Figure 5: Group Picture CPM Participants

Figure 6: CPM discussion
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Coordination and Planning Meeting (CPM)

Date: 25 June 2019:

Title: Intersect Harmony:

Figure 7: Mufti Raghib Hussain Naeemi sharing views

Figure 8: CPM Participants
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Figure 9: Group Photo CPM participants
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Figure 10: CPM participants

Coordination and Planning Meeting (CPM):

Date: 27 June 2019:

Topic: Intersect & Interfaith Harmony — Role of Civil Society:

Figure 11: Group Photo CPM Participants
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Figure 12: CPM Participants
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Figure 13: CPM Particpants

Diversity Seminar:

Date: 18 July 2019:

Topic: Intersect Harmony:

Figure 14: Project Coordinator CPSS welcomes guests
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Figure 15: Partcipants enrolling at registration counter

Figure 16: Participants of Diversity Seminar
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Figure 17: Female attendance at Diversity Seminar
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Figure 18: Panelist Diversity Seminar
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Figure 19: Group Photo Diversity Seminar
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Diversity Seminar:

Date: 27 July 2019:

Topic: Interfaith Harmony:

Figure 20: Participants of Diversity Seminar
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Figure 21: Guest Speakers at Registration Counter

Figure 22: Guest Speakers at Registration Counter
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Figure 23: Participants enroll at Registration Counter
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Figure 24: Panelists of Diversity Seminar
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Figure 25: Mufti Raghib Naeemi presents shield to Faramaz Roshani

Figure 26: Mufti Raghib Naeemi present shield to Father Nadeem Francis
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Figure 27: Bishop Azad Marshal
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Figure 28: Professor Kalyan Singh Kalyan

Diversity Seminar:

Date: 20 August 2019:

Topic: Intersect Harmony & Education System:

Figure 29: Participants enroling at Registration Counter
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Figure 30: Participants enrolling at Registration Counter

Figure 31: Panelists of Diversity Seminar
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Figure 32: Diversity Seminar

Page 39 of 47



Partner: Centre for Peace and Secular Studies (CPSS)
Grant No: PCD045
Office: Lahore

Figure 33: Diversity Seminar

Figure 34: Moin-ud-din details his success story

Figure 35: Group Photo Diversity Seminar
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Figure 36: Rauf-e-Azam presents shield to Abdul Rehman Ludhianvi

Figure 37: Dr. Shahid Soroya presents shield to Dr. Sughra Sadaf
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Figure 38: Mahinder Pal Singh presents sheild to Dr. Shahid Soroya
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Diversity Seminar:

Date: 24 August 2019

Topic: Religious Harmony & Role of Civil Society:

Figure 39: Dr. Mehdi Hasan address seminar

Figure 40: Sardar Hasnain Bahadur Dreshak addresses Seminar
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Figure 41: Syed Tahir Raza Bukhari addresses Seminar
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Figure 42: Mujeeb-ur-Rehman Shami addresses seminar

' AR STUDIES (CF
o A,

% ‘
A\ " \

-

Figure 43: Dr. Mehdi Hasan presents sheild to Syed Tahir Bukhari

Figure 44: Mujeeb-ur-Rehman Shami presents shield to Mufti Raghib Naeemi
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Figure 45: Mujeeb-ur-Rehman Shami presents shield to Sarooj ljaz

Figure 46: Dr. Mehdi Hasan presents shield to Tahir Raza Bukhari
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6) Any additional comments, questions, or concerns?

e  The conducted activity has paved a way for a peaceful mediation amongst society where one can see a bright future of
all forces from different sects engaging and working together for a better Pakistan.

e It would be highly recommended to continue these seminars and session and work on ground toward its application
with the government institutions, which is one of the main challenges.

e With broadening of the scope of delivery in future the project can aim for a more collaborative outcome and larger
scale of respondents; size and geographic location.

e  Youths who have been engaged can be aligned as ambassadors of change on campus and can be made to work
on ground level to help revolutionize the need of time and state.

e  The main concern at the end remains the future continuation of the project goals and its implementation in the
society and its people. A solid means of monitoring and evaluation needs to be placed to render developed thoughts
and outcomes from the conducted activities.

Thank you!

I certify that the equipment and items provided under this grant are and will continue being used in
accordance with the grant purposes they were issued for. The information contained in this report is true
and accurate to the best of my knowledge

Name:

Signature:

Date:

Prepared by:

Name: Hamza Ameer

Organization: Centre for Peace and Secular Studies (CPSS)
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